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To FEEIHEEE KARL VON GBESDORFP.

Bale, November 7, 1870.
MY DEAR FKIENB :

Yesterday I had a treat which I should have liked
you of all people to share. Jacob Burckhardt1 gave a
free lecture on "Historical Greatness/5 which was
quite in keeping with our thought and feeling. This ex-
ceedingly original old man, although not given to dis-
tortion, is yet inclined to hush up the truth. But on
our confidential walks he calls Schopenhauer "our
philosopher." Every week I attend one of his lectures
on the Study of History, and I believe I am the only
one of his sixty listeners who grasps the profundity
of his line of thought with its curious breaks and
twists at any point where the subject threatens to be-
come dangerous. For the first time in my life I have
enjoyed a lecture, but then It was the sort of one I
myself might give when I am older.

This summer I wrote an essay on the "Dionysian
Weltanschauung7' dealing with an aspect of Greek an-
tiquity of which, thanks to our philosopher, we are
now able to get a much closer view. But these are
studies which, for the time being only, concern me.
I have no greater wish than to be allowed sufficient
time to mature properly and then out of my plenitude
produce something.

As regards the conditions of culture in the imme-
diate future, I feel the deepest misgivings. If only we

1The famous Bale Professor, author of The Renaissance in
Italy, etc.